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1. Double Minded: 

7. AMPC - For truly, let not such a person imagine that he will receive anything [he asks for] 

from the Lord, 8. For being as he is] a man of two minds (hesitating, dubious, irresolute), 

[he is] unstable and unreliable and uncertain about everything [he thinks, feels, decides]. 

AMPC- 4:8, Come close to God and He will come close to you. [Recognize that you are] 

sinners, get your soiled hands clean; [realize that you have been disloyal] wavering 

individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts [of your spiritual adultery]. 

 

2. The Spirit of Humiliation: 

9. AMPC - Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his elevation [as a Christian, 

called to the true riches and to be an heir of God], Matthew 5:3, Blessed (happy, [a]to be 

envied, and [b]spiritually prosperous—[c]with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favor and 

salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the poor in spirit (the humble, who 

rate themselves insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven! 

 

3. The Rich man chooses to be humble: 

10. AMPC - And the rich [person ought to glory] in being humbled [by being shown his 

human frailty], because like the flower of the grass he will pass away. Matthew 5:5, AMPC 

-  Blessed (happy, blithesome, joyous, [e]spiritually prosperous—[f]with life-joy and satisfaction 

in God’s favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the meek (the mild, 

patient, long-suffering), for they shall inherit the earth! 

11. AMPC - For the sun comes up with a scorching heat and parches the grass; its flower 

falls off and its beauty fades away. Even so will the rich man and die in the midst of his 

pursuits. Psalm 37:2, AMPC - For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as 

the green herb. Psalm 1: 2. AMPC - But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and 

on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he habitually meditates 

(ponders and studies) by day and by night. 3. And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and 

tended] by the streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall 

not fade or wither; and everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity]. 
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Part IV 

Testing Your Faith 

1 [a]James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve [Hebrew] tribes [scattered abroad among the Gentiles] in the dispersion: Greetings 
(rejoice)! 
 

2 Consider it nothing but joy, my [b]brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into various trials.  
 

3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] produces endurance [leading to 
spiritual maturity, and inner peace].  
 

4 And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be perfect 
and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing. 
 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a decision or circumstance], he is to ask of [our 
benevolent] God, who gives to everyone generously and without rebuke or blame, and it will be 
given to him.  
 

6 But he must ask [for wisdom] in faith, without doubting [God’s willingness to help], for the one 
who doubts is like a billowing surge of the sea that is blown about and tossed by the wind.  
 

7 For such a person ought not to think or expect that he will receive anything [at all] from the 
Lord,  
 

8 being a double-minded man, unstable and restless in all his ways [in everything he thinks, feels, 
or decides]. 
 

9 Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his high position [as a born-again believer, 
called to the true riches and to be an heir of God];  
 

10 and the rich man is to glory in being humbled [by trials revealing human frailty, knowing true 
riches are found in the grace of God], for like the flower of the grass he will pass away.  
 

11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; its flower falls off and [c]its beauty 
fades away; so too will the rich man, in the midst of his pursuits, fade away. 
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