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“THE PERIL OF UNBELIEF” 
7 KJV-Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, [Here, the Holy Ghost is speaking, Hear His 
voice today, do not ignore His voice, but take heed to the call of His voice. In some of time our prayers, we are talking 
to God, and he decides to answer in a way that you know it is Him; and you, in your human self, say, this is not Him; 
that is the devil messing with my mind. How do we know when God is speaking? We test his voice and direction with 
His word. Knowing that God will not lead you to do anything contrary to His word. (That is, if you know His word-
RET) 8Harden [=ghardness of heart, tough, harsh, severe, fierce, stubbornness, obstinate, and stiffnecked-RET] not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, [=girritation h anger, vexation, rebel, disobedient, and come against-RET] in the day 
of temptation in the wilderness: 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.  

7 AMP-Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN[ YOUR HEARTS AS [your fathers 
did] IN THE REBELLION [of Israel at [a]Meribah], ON THE DAY OF TESTING IN THE WILDERNESS,  

A. What happened at Meribah and Massah? 

The episode recounted in Exodus 17 features the Israelites quarreling with Moses about the lack of water, and Moses 

rebuking the Israelites for testing Yahweh; Exodus 17:7 states that it was on this account that the place gained the 

name Massah, meaning testing, and the name Meribah (Exodus 17:7) meaning quarreling. 

B. Where is meribah today? 
At Meribah also known as Kadesh-barnea, in the South-West of the Dead Sea at the top corner of the Sinai peninsula, 
is a geological oddity: an enormous five-story high rock, with a thin split down the middle, which some believe to be 
the rock referenced in the old testament. 
9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED ME BY TESTING [My forbearance and tolerance], AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS [And found 
I stood their test]. [It so important to trust the wisdom of God and not of man. God has already decided what He was 
going to do and how He was going to do it. Our challenge today is to trust Him and believe. He knows what is best for 
all of us. It is our doubt and distrust that causes God to be provoked and angered. 2Cor. 5:7, KJV-“For we walk by Faith, 
not by Sight.” By our confession we say “I have been saved, a Christian for several years”. Yet we talk as if we did not 
know the real power and influence of God. Our faith is weak and truly immature. We put more trust in man than we 
do in wisdom of God. When is the last time we sought the wisdom and will of God and truly waited for His direction 
and guidance in so many of our matters, challenges and tests.-RET] 2Cor. 10:13,KJV-There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it   

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known 
my ways. 11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)  

10 “AMP-THEREFORE I WAS ANGERED WITH THIS GENERATION, AND I SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT 

KNOW MY WAYS [nor become progressively better and more intimately acquainted with them]’;  11 SO I SWORE, [WHAT 

ANGERS GOD IS THAT THEY CHOSE NOT TO KNOW THE WAY OF GOD, AND THAT IS BECAUSE THEY, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, WANTED TO 

FOLLOW AFTER STRANGE GODS AND APPEASE THEIR OWN DESIRES AND APPETITES-RET], [an oath] IN MY WRATH, ‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER 

MY REST [the promised land].” [God is saying, “I have had enough of your self will, your stubbornness, your ego centric 

mentality and your unbelief.” God will let you believe your own delusions, your own hard-heartedness and let you 

refuse to believe. He is done. We all need to recognize that we fall short when we go in our way and do our own thing. 

He has long patience and His love is everlasting, but He will not stand by and let you disregard Him without the 

repercussions and consequences to follow. God is a jealous God and He will not have no other God before Him.-RET] 
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“THE PERIL OF UNBELIEF” 

7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, 

“TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 
 

8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS [your fathers did] IN THE 

REBELLION [of Israel at [a]Meribah], 

ON THE DAY OF TESTING IN THE WILDERNESS, 
 

9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED ME BY TESTING [My forbearance and 

tolerance], 

AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS 

[And found I stood their test]. 
 

10 “THEREFORE I WAS ANGERED WITH THIS GENERATION, 

AND I SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, 

AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS [nor become progressively better 

and more intimately acquainted with them]’; 
 

11 SO I SWORE [an oath] IN MY WRATH, 

‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST [the promised land].’” 
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